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come explore the issues .. . 
C onfr ont ed with violence in th e scho ols and str ee ts , th e publi c 

eas ily forge t, th at ,·iolcn ce has a long and chec kered histor y in Am erica. 

Many cultur al ico ns and assumpti ons, from the fronti ersm an to the 

gangster , set the tenor and style of today's youth violence. T o "stop 

,·iolcn ce in th e schoo ls" requir es th at we co nfr ont our own histo ry and 

our own assumpti ons about th e use fuln ess as well as th e dan ge rs of 

,·iolcn ce . And th e issue is m ore th an one of violenc on television or in 

sports. It is our uncl ear and co mpli cated relationship with a form of 

hum an beha,·ior th at is as comp elling and capti, ·atin g as it is destru cti, ·e . 

Participate in the discussion ... 
F or one week teachers w ill work with Professo r Herb ert Hir sch, 

author of Ge noc ide and th e Politi cs of Memory, Violence as Po litics, and 

Learnin g to be Milit ant , and with his guests, to discu ss th e wider cultur al 

and histo ri cal co nt ex t of yo uth violence. Th ey will loo k to that wid er 

co nt ext for answers to violence th at go beyo nd managing violence in th e 

schoo ls, loo king to how th e history and cultur e o f Am erican co mmuniti es 

somet im es ed ucate d childr en to be violent. They will also loo k to th e 

past for answers that may be appli cable today: after all , the Wild W est 

was tam ed to a degree; and th e rio ts and lynchin gs o f th e last ce ntur y 

have bee n less evient in thi s ce ntur y. O ur forb ears m ay have them seh ·es 

found ways to harn ess a soc iety in many ways m ore violent than our own. 

Co nstru ctin g a perspect i, ·e on violence tha t beg ins with int erp er ­

so nal violence and moves to famil y violence, inst ituti onal and community 

violence, and inte rn ational violence and ge noc ide, Profe ssor Hir sch will 

show th e comm on thr ead s of all violence, and th e dange rs and opportuni ­

ties of violence und erstoo d in thi s broad way. 

Respond to the challenge . . . 
Wi th the ass ista nce of Profe ssor Hir sch yo u will work to develop 

curri culum unit s to ex plore violence with stud ent s th emseh ·es , as a 

ph enom enon to be und erstoo d and m anage d as a part o f o ur herit age , 

however dangero us and co nfu sing it may be. 



Program Outline 

Part I: An Overview 
Violence in the Unit ed States 

- A bri ef review 

- Wh o commits ,·io lcnce and wh y? 

Th eo ri es co ncernin g th e causes behind indi, ·idual violen ce 

- Psycho-social 

- Socia l learnin g 

- Bio log ical 

- Stru ctu ral 

- Drugs 

- Gangs 

- Guns 

W her e violence occ ur s 

- Do mes tic violence 

- Schoo ls 

- Gangs 

- Business and th e work place 

Part II: International Violence 
An overview of form s of int ernati onal violence 

- T erro rism 

- War 

- Ge noc ide 

T heo ri es and Ca uses 

- Psvcho-soc ial 

- Soc ial-cultur al 

- Po liti cal-eco nomi c 

Part III: Can viole nc e be prevented? 
Th e Nex t Q uestion 

- Viole nce and the ro le of edu cation 

- Curri culum unit s on ,·iole nce and cultur e 



Texts ... 
Copies of the following materials will be provided to 
workshop participant s: 

Adam Walinsky, 'T he Crisis of Public Order." The Atlantic 

Monthly, July, 1995, pp. 30-54. 

Peter Carlson, "Murder American Style," Th e Washington Post 

Magazine, Jun e 19, 1994, pp. 10-32. 

Joyce Carol Oates, "I Had No Other Thrill or Happiness," Th e 

New York Review of Books, March 24, 1994, pp. 52-59. 

Jam es E. Long, "Violence: The Role of Prevention," Prev ention 

Forum, Fall/Winter, 1993, pp. 4-11 . 

Carnegie Corporation of New York, Preventing Contemporary 

Int ergroup Violence. 1994. 

Carnegie Corporation of New York, Saving Youth From 

Violence. Wint er, 1994. 

Guest Presenters ... 
Vanton Hum, survivor of the Cambodian holocaust 

Jay Sommer, National Teacher of the Year and Holo caust 

Survivor 

Chris Taylor, Fellow, Virginia Foundation for Humaniti es and 

Public Poli cy 

Teachers and other school officials 

Films and other activities 
Films, fieldtrips and evening events at Charlottesville's summer 

theatres will compl ement the class material. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 



Application Form 

Please com plete , detach and return thi s appli cation by Jun e 15 to : 

Virg inia Found ation for th e Hum aniti es 

145 Ednam Drive 

Charlottesville, VA 229 03-4629 

Please reg ister m e for th e workshop "Think ing About Vio lence" 
to be held July 8 - 12 at the Virginia Found ation for th e Hum aniti es 

in Charlottesville, VA. 

Nam e: 

Addr ess : 

Phone: (Day) _______ (Eve) _______ _ 

0 I ha,·e enclosed m y S50 registr ation fee . 

(Make checks payable to: VFH ) 

0 I would like inform ation about financial assistance . 

0 Please bill my credit card acco unt : 

Master Ca rd : ex p. date ___ _ 

Visa: exp . dat e ___ _ 

If yo u would like furth er informat ion please co nt act us. Mor e deta ils 

on place, activities, and lodging wi ll be sent w ith your r eg istr ation 

co nfirm at ion . 

? QUESTIONS ? 

Phon e: (804) 924-3296 
E-mail: rac3r @virginia. edu 




