


African American civic and social 
groups are as old as the United 
States itself. Since the 18th 
century, groups of like-minded 
people have come together to 
shape their own identities and 
to protect others like themselves 
from want and isolation. 
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"Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you." 
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African American civic 
and social organizations 
supported black businesses, 
and black businesses 
supported them. Almost 
without exception, Central 
Virginia lodges and clubs 
closely aligned themselves 
with the area's churches. 
They kept and encouraged 
good moral conduct b~s~d 
on American and Christian 
ideals. 
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Mutual aid societies 
were the first 
organizations 
to be formed in 
African American 
communities. Often 
they were associated 
with religious 
organizations such 
as prayer groups or 
churches. Society 
members took care of 
people when they were 
ill or disabled. 

FRICAN AMERICAN CIVIC AND SOCIAL 
ROUPS HAVE ALWAYS REFLECTED THE 
IRCUMSTANCES OF THEIR MEMBERS. 
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403 Monroe Street 
P.O. Box 308, Lynchburg. Virginia 24505 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Wednesday-Saturday: Noon-4 p.m. 
Sunday: 2-4 p.m. 

Other times by appointment 
Closed on major holidays 
Wheelchair accessible 

www.legacymuseum.org 
legacymuseum@ntelos.net 
Tel: 434 845-3455 Fax: 434 845-9809 
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