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PROFILE 

The Richmond Chapter of the National Coalition of 100 Bla ck Wom en is 
pleased to present "Conversat ions with West In dian Writ ers," the fourth 
program in the series, "Afric an- American Writers: Claiming Our Own 
Voices." The purpose of the series is to focus the attention of the 
commun it y on African-American writers and their works and to provide a 
public forum in which contempora ry in tellectua ls can dialo gue with the 
community as they explor e issues of critical importance in the ongoing 
stru ggle for African-American freedom. 

* * * * * 
The Na tiona l Coalition of 100 Black Women (NCBW ) is a nonprofit , 
voluntary organization dedicated to community serv ice, leadership 
development , and the enhanc ement of ca r eer opportunities through 
network and programming. 

In the wint er of 1070, a small group of women met in New York City to 
assess the probl ems and opportunities facing Black women in the wake of 
the Civil Rights and Wom en's movements. Calling themselves the 
Coalition of 100 Black women, they initiated programs that sought to 
identify, augm ent, and project the leadership potential of African­
American women and to deal with the salient i ssues of the day: the crisis 
of the Black fami ly; career advancement, especially in the corporate sector; 
and politica l and economic empowerment. 

The efforts of the small group of women were so successful that the number 
of members in the New York City Coalition soon surpassed the "100" in the 
Coalition's name, and women throughout the country sought to rep licate 
the group's programs. By October 1981, under the administrat ion of the 
then New York presid ent, Jew ell Jackson McCabe, the decision was made 
to make the Coalition a national organization. Within three short years, 43 
chapters in 17 states an d the District of Columbia had been organized . By 
1994 , 62 chapters in 21 sta te s and the District of Columbia had be en 
organized, with more tha n 7,000 women as member s. 

The Richmond Chapter of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women wa s 
char tered in September 1983 . A proactive feminist organization of more 
than 100 women, it has estab lishe d itself as a catalyst for change in the lives 
of African-Am erican women and the African-American family in th e 
greater Richmond metropolitan area. 



RICHMOND, VIRGI NIA 23219 

Proclamation 

WHEREAS: the narrative word has been a unifying an d consolidating 
force throughout the African-diaspora, and 

WHEREAS: the voices of West-Indian writers contribute a 
significant element to the narrative of the people of the 
African diaspora in the Americas, and 

WHEREAS: the Richm on d Chapter of the National Coalition of 100 
Black Women is a community based organization of African­
American women that lists among its major purposes the 
centrality of intellectual exchange beyond the walls of 
the academy, within the community, and 

WHEREAS: the Richmond Chapter of the National Coalition of 100 
Black Women has created and successfully perpetuated its 
African American Writers series, "African American 
Writers: Claiming Our Own Voices" to focus the attention 
of the entire community on African American writers and 
writers of the African diaspora and · their works, and 

WHEREAS: Daryl Cumber Dance, Kamau Brathwaite, Erna Brodber, and 
Velma Pollard are scholars, writers and theorists par 
excellence who have come to Richmond, Virginia to share 
of their wisdom, experience, and insight with the 
Richmond community; 

. NOW, THEREFORE, I, Walter T. Kenney, Mayor, City of 
1 hereby proclaim the week of June 5 through 

Richmond, do 
June 12 as : 

in the City of Richmond. 
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DARYL CUMBE R DANCE 

Daryl Cumber Dance is one of the 
pre-eminent authorities writing and 
lecturing on the folklore and 
literature of the Caribbean. Her 
landmark publications New World 
Adams: Conversations with Con­
temporary West Indian Writers 
(1992) and Fifty Caribbean Writers 
(1986) provide ready access to 
information regarding the writers of 
the Caribbean for both the scholar 
and the lay person. Fifty Caribbean 
Writers was recognized as an 
outstanding reference book of 1986 by 
Library Journal. 

Addition al publ icatio ns include Folklore from Contempora ry Jamaicans 
(1985 ), Shu ckin' and Jivin ': Folklore from Contemporary Black 
Am eri cans (1978), and Long Gone: The Mecklenburg Six and the 
Theme of Escape in Black Folklore (1987). Dance is also the author of 
numerous articles in the fields of literary criticism, folklore, 
anthropology , cultural studies, and popular culture. 

She received her A.B. and her Master's in English from Virginia State 
University, then Virginia State College, and received h er Ph.D. in 
English from the University of Virginia. 

Da nce has held university positions at Virginia Commonwealth 
Univ ersity, University of California at Santa Barbara, Virginia State 
Coll ege, and Vir gin ia Union Univ ersity. Currently, Dance is a 
professor of English at the University of Richmond . 

Dance is the recipient of numerous awards, fellowships, and res earch 
grants including a Fulbright, two Na tiona l Endowment for the 
Humanities Research Grants, a Robert R. Moton Research Grant, an 
Eastern Virginia International Studies Consortium Grant, and two 
Ford Found ation Fellowships . Dan ce has been a Virginia 
Commonwealth Univers ity African-American Alumni honoree, a 
Danforth Associate, and has received the Black Arts Award for 
Excellence in the Literary Arts Award. 



KAMAU BRATHWAITE 

Kamau Brathwaite is one of the rare 
scho lars whose creativity is as 
profound and well-developed as is his 
intellect. Widely recognized as one of 
the foremost writers of the African 
diaspora, Brathwaite has published 
work in nearly every discipline 
imaginable. In addition to his ten 
collections of poetry, Brathwaite is 
also a playwright, an essayist, a short 
story writer, a li tera ry critic, a 
bib li ographer, a historian, and an 
astute chronicler of cultura l studies. 

His numerous publications in the se various fields include Rights of 
Passage (1967), The Arriuants (1973), Other Exiles (19 75), Sun Poem 
(1982), X I S elf (1987), Roots (1986) for which he was awarded th e 1986 
Ca sa de las Americas Prize for Lit erary Criticism, Middle Passages 
(1992), The Zea Mexican Diary (1993) and Bar abajan Poem (1994). 

He received his B.A. and Certific ate of Education from Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, and his Ph.D. from the University of Sussex. 

Professor Brathwaite has held teaching positions at the University of the 
West Indies at Mona, Jamaica, the University of the West Indies at St . 
Lucia , P embroke College, Cambridge, Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, University of Nairobi, Boston University, Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, Un iv ersity of Mysore, India, Holy Cross 
College, Worchester, Massachuesetts, Fulbright Research P erson, 
Library of Congress, and at the W. E. B. DuBois Research Institute , 
Harvard University. Currently, Brathwaite is a professor of 
Comparative Literature at New York University. 

Brathwaite's honors includ e receiving the Bussa Award for Literature , 
the Casa de las Americas Prize for Poetry 1976, the Centennial Award 
for Literature , the Musgrave Medal for Bibliography, the 
BNCommonwealth Poetry Prize, the Bu ssa Award for Literature and 
Contribution to Bajan Culture, the Golden Dozen Teaching Award , 
NYU, status as a Companion of Honour of Barbados, and a Special 
Citation for the Gabriela Mistral Inter-American Culture Prize. This 
much lauded and honored writer was most recently awarded the $40 ,000 
Neustadt Prize for Literature in 1994. 



ERNA MAY BRODBER 

Erna May Brodbe r 's novels an d shor t 
stories are well -kn own throughout 
the Car ibbean and the worl d. Her 
novels include Jane and Louisa Will 
Soon Come Home (1980), Myal (1988) 
and Louisiana (1994). 

In addition to her creative writing, 
she is a sociologist/anthropologist 
who has published extensively in 
many prestigious journals. Her 
sociological/anthropological interests 
span the spectrum from the social 
history of the Caribbean to the street 
foods of Kingston. 

Brodber h as also lecture d ex tens ive ly and has conducte d ma ny 
workshops on an impressive ly wide ra nge of topics. Some of her 
lectures/ workshops to pi cs in clude, "Aband onm ent of Childr en in 
J amaica," "Socia l Stru ctu r e of J amaica ," "Aband onm ent and Soluti ons 
t o the J ama ica n F am ily Pro bl ems," "You th as a Re sourc e in Hum an 
Develo pm ent," "Roots and Reggae: Id eological Te nd encies in the Recent 
History of Afro-Jama ica ," "Nat ur e vs . Or der: The Afro -Jam aican 
F ami ly in th e Ear ly Tw entieth Centu ry," and "Popular Mus ic in 
J amai ca in the 1970s and 1980s." 

She re ceive d h er B .A. from th e Uni ver sity College of th e West Indi es in 
Londo n , her Ma ster's from the Univers ity of the West Indies and McGill 
Unive r sit y, and he r Ph .D. from th e Univ ersity of the West Indi es at 
Mona, Kingsto n , Jamaica . 

Brod ber's award s inclu de being named the Caribbean and Can adian 
Regional Winn er in the Comm onwealth Writer 's Pri ze and rece iving a 
F ulb ri ght Sch olars hi p for Afri can Women 's Studie s at Clark-Atlant a 
Univ er sity. 

Brod ber ha s had a long an d exemplary career con sist ently acqui rin g 
impr ess ive appointments in sociology, ant h ropology, an d/or li te r atur e at 
th e University of th e West Ind ies, the F ord Foundat ion Consor tium, th e 
Ja maica Child re n 's Ser vice Society , the School of Afr ican an d Asian 
Studies, Univers i ty of Sussex, Clar k-Atlanta Univ er sity, and Get tys burg 
College. Si nce 1993, Bro dber has held the posi tion of DuP ont Visiting 
Scholar at Ran dolph Mac on Colle ge in Ashl and , Virginia. 
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VELMA POLLARD 

Velma Pollard is the chair of the 
Department of Educational Studies at 
the University of the West Indies in 
Kingston, Jamaica. In addition to 
many critical articles, Pollard's 
numerous publications include two 
volumes of poetry: Crown Point and 
Other Poems (1988) and Shame Trees 
Don't Grow Here (1992), and a volum e 
of short fiction: Considering Women 
(1989). Her novella Karl (1992) won 
the Casa de las Americas Literary 
Award in 1992. Another novel, 
Homestretch, was published earlier 
this year. 

Pollard received her B.A. from the University College of the West Indies, 
a Master 's from McGill University in Montreal, a Master's from 
Teachers' College at Colum bia University, and her Ph .D. from the 
University of the West Indies at Mona, Kingston, Jamaica. 

She ha s he ld teaching positions at many distinguished ins t itutions 
includ in g Kingston College in Jamaica, St. Georges College in Trinidad , 
Government Polytechnic in Tri nidad , Knox College in Jamaica, Hunter 
Coll ege, CUNY New York, and the Un ivers ity of Guyana, Guyana, 
South America . 

Pr ofessor P ollar d is the r ecipient of several pr est igi ous awards 
in cluding a Jamaican Government Scholarship, a Fulbri ght Hay s 
Senior Research Fellowship, and a creati ve Writing Fellowship from the 
University of Miami. Much of Pollard's scholarship ha s been devote d to 
landmark expl or ations of Caribbean women's writing and the uniqu e 
sem iotic particularities of the Rastafarian language. Pollard is also a 
recognized lit erary critic havin g publi shed articles on the creative 
writing of Kamau Bra th waite and Olive Senior among others. Pollard 
has also edited or co-edite d three anthologies of Caribbean literature. 



LIST OF SELECTED WORKS IN CARIBBEAN STUDIES 
Pr epared by Carm en R. Gilles pie 

Studi es in Hi story. Litera tur e. and Lite rat ure Cri ticism 
Brathwaite, Ed ward Kamau. The Folk Culture of the Slaves in Jamaica. London: New Beacon Books, 1981. 
___ (series ed.). The People Who Came, 2nd ed. London: Longman, 1993. 
Brodbe r, Erna. Perceptions of Caribbean Women: Towards a Documentation of Stereotypes. Women in the 

Caribbean Project no. 4, Cave Hill Barbados: UWI, ISER, 1982. 
Butche r , Maggie (ed.). Tibisiri: Caribbean Writers and Critics. Sydney, Australia/Denmark: Dangaroo, 

1989. 
Clark, Bori S. (comp). Trinidad Women Speak. Redlands, California: Libros Latinos, 1981. 
Dalphinis, Morgan. Caribbean and African Languages. London: Karia Press, 1985. 
Dance, Daryl Cumber. New World Adams: Conversations with Contemporary West Indian Writers. 

Leeds, England: Peepal Tree Press, 1992. 
__ _____ _ Folklore from Contemporary Jamaicans. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 

1985. 
Davies, Carolyn Boyce (ed.). Out of the Kumbia: Caribbean Women and Literature. Trenton, New Jersey: 

Africa World Press, 1990. 
Hamilton, Jill. Women of Barbados: Amerindian Era to Mid -20th Century. Bridgetown, Barbados: The 

Author, 1981. 
James, Louis. Writers from the Caribbean. London: Book Trust, 1990. 
Kincaid, Jamaica. A Small Place. New York: Farrar, Straus & Gioux; London: Virago, 1988. 
Mair, Lucille M . Women in the World: The Challenge of the Nineties. Pinelands, St. Michea l: Women 

and Development Unit, Unive rsity of the West Indies, April 1987. 
Montas, Michelle. Haiti. New York: Two Contiuums Publishing Group, 1976. 
Osei, G. K. Caribbean Women: Their History and Habits. New York: University Place Bookstore, 1979. 
Prince, N ance. The West Indies: Being a Description of the Islands, Progress of Christianity, Education 

and Libe rty Among the Colored Population Generally. Boston: Dow & J ackson Pri nte r s, 1841. 
Ramchand, Kenneth. The West Indian Novel and Its Background, 2nd ed. London/Ki ngston/Port of Spain: 

Heine mann Educationa l Books, 1983. 
Steady, Filomena Chima. The Black Woman Cross-Culturally . Cambr idge, Massac husetts: Schenkman, 

1981. 
Wynte r, Sylvia. Jamaic a 's National Heroes. Kingsto n, J a mai ca: J a maica N ationa l Commi ssion, 1971. 

Poetry 
Ben nett , Louis e. Ana ncy and Mi ss Lou. Kingsto n, Ja mai ca : Sangst er's Book St ores , 1979. 
Br athwaite, Kama u. Barab aja n Poem . New York : Br athwa ite, 1994 . 
____ ___ _ Dream S tories. London: Longman , 1994 . 
__ ______ Mi ddle Passages . Ne wca st le U pon Tyne: Bloodax e Books, 1992. 
_____ ___ Sappho's Sakyl's Med iat ions. Mon a : Sava cou Publications, 1989. 
____ ____ Sha r l Hurri cane Poem . Mon a: Sava cou Pub licat ions, 1990. 
___ _____ Thi rd World Poems. Londo n: Longman s, 1983. 
_ _ _ _ ___ X I Self Oxford: Oxford Uni ve rsity Pr ess, 1987. 
Bre man, P aul (ed.). You Better Bel ieve It: Black Verse in Engli sh from Afric a, th e West Indi ans , and the 

Un ited S ta tes. H arm onds wor th/New York/Ba lti more : P eng uin , 1973. 
Bro wn, Stew art, (ed.). Car ibbean Poetry N ow. London : Hodd er & Stough ton Ed ucational, 1984, 1986. 
_____ ___ Caribbean N ew Wave. Oxford: H ei nema nn International, 1990. 
________Mervyn Morr is and Gordon Rohl ehr (eds.) . Voiceprint: An Anthology of Oral and 

Rela ted Poetry f rom the Carib bean . in t r . Gor don Roh lehr , Har low/Ki ngst on/San Juan: Longman, 1989. 
Burnett , P au l (ed .). Th e Peng u in Book of Car ibbean Verse in English. Harmondsworth : Penguin, 1986. 
Colli ns, Merle. B ecause th e Dawn Break s! Poems Dedi cated to the Grenadia n People. Londo n: Karla Press, 

1985. 
E steves , Sand ra Ma ria. Tr op ical Rain s : A Bil ingual Downpour. N ew York: Afr oCaribbean Poetry 

Theater, 1984. 
Lard e, Au dr e. Between Our selves. Sa n Francisco: Eid olon Editions, 1976. 
_ ______ _ The Black Unicorn . New York: W. W. Nort on, 1982. 
___ _____ Cables to Rage. London: Breman , 1970. 
___ ___ _ Coal. New York: W.W. Norton, 1978. 
____ ____ From a La nd Where Other Peopl e Li ve. Det ro it: Broad side Pr ess , 1973. 
______ __ New York Head Sh op and Museum . Detro it: Br oad side Pr ess , 1974. 
________Our Dead Behin d Us. New York: W. W. Norton, 1986; London : Sheba , 1987. 
Mor deca i, Pam ela (ed .). From Our Yard: J amaican Poetry Sin ce Ind ependen ce. Kingst on: In stitu t e of 

Jama ican Publi cation s, 1987. 
Pollard, Vel ma . Crown Poin t and Oth er Poems. London: P eople Tree Press, 1988. 
____ ____ Cons ide ring Woman. London : The Women 's Pre ss, 1989. 
________ Sham e Trees Don 't Grow Here. Leeds: Peepal Tr ee Press, 1992. 
Ran dall , Margar e t (ed. ). Breaking the Silence: Twen tieth Century Poetry by Cuban Women . Vancouver , 

B.C.I.: Pope Pr ess, 198 1. 



Fiction 
Brodber, Erna. Jane and Louisa Will Soon Come Home. New York: New Beacon Books, 1980. 
_____ __ Myal. New York: New Beacon Books, 1988. 
Campbe ll, Hazel D. The Rag Doll and Other Stories. Mona , Jamaica, B. W. I.: Seacon Cooperative, 1978. 
________Women's Tongue. Mona, Jamaica, B. W. I.: Seacon Cooperative, 1978. 
Chavet, Marie. Fille d'Haiti (Daughter of Haiti). Paris: Editions Fasquelle, 1954 . 
________ Fonds-des-Negres. Port-au-Prince, Haiti: lmprimerie Henri Deschamps, 1961. 
Cliff, Michele. The Land of Look Behind: Prose and Poetry. Ithaca, New York: Firebrand Books, 1985. 
____ ___ No Telephone to Heaven. New York: Dutton, 1987, London: Methuen, 1988, Minerva. 
Gilroy, Beryl. Frangipani House. London: Heineman n Caribbean Writers Series, 1986 . 
Guy, Rosa. My Love, My Love, or the Peasant Girl. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1985; London: 

Virago, 1981. 
____ ____ _ Ruby. New York: Viking, 1976, London: Gollancz, 1981; Penguin, 1981. 
Edge ll, Zee. Beka Lamb . London: Heinemann Educational Books , 1982. 
_ ____ __ In Times Like These, London: Hein emann Educationa l Books , 1991. 
Kinca id, Jamaica. Annie John. New York: Farrar, St raus & Giroux; London: Picador, 1985. 
___ ____ At the Bottom of the River. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1983, London: Picador, 

1984. 
Lewis, Enid Kirton. Voices of Earth: Ten Short Stories of Raw Life in Trinidad in the Forties. Gasparillo, 

Trinidad: Rillsprint, 1972. 
Marshall Paule. Brown Girl, Brownstones. New York: Random House, 1959. 
_____ __ The Chosen Place, The Timeless People. New York: Har court, Brace & World, 1969, 

Vintage, 1984. 
_____ __ Daughters. New York: Atheneum, 1991. 
____ ___ Praisesong for the Widow. Ne w York: Putnam, London: Virago, 1983. 
________ Reena and Other Sto ries. New York : Feminist Press, 1983. 
Pollard, Velma. Homestretch. Ha rlow: Longman House, 1994. 
________Karl and Other Stories. Harlow : Longman House, 1994. 
Thel well, Micheal. The Harder They Come. Grove Press, 1980. 

Drama 
Brathwaite, Kamau. Odale's Choice. London: Longmmans, 1964. 
Rudel, Jacqueline. Basin, in Yvonne Brewster (ed.). Black Play s, London: Methuen, 1987. 
________Money to Live, in Mary Remnant (ed.). Plays by Women: 5, London: Methuen, 1987. 

Biography/ Au to biography/Memoir 
Brathwaite, Kamau. Zea Mexican Diary, Madi son, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Pres s, 1992. 
Larde, Audre. Zami: A New Spelling of My Name. Trumansbcrg, New York: Crossing Press, 1982, 

London: Sheba, 1984. 
Sistren with Honor Ford-Smith. Lionh eart Gal: Life Stories of Jamaican Women. London: The Women 's 

Press, 1986. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Saturday, October 8, 1994 
2:00 p.m. 

Virginia Muse um of Fine Arts 

Langston Hugh es Fes tival 

"My Soul Has Grown Deep Like the Rivers 
The Life and Work of Langston Hughes" 

featuring Arnold Rampersad, 
Steve Tracy, Donna Akiba Sullivan Harper 

and Onwuchekwa Jemie 

Join our four distinguished panelists for a journey through the twentieth century with one 
of America's great literary talents. This program , the first in the series, "Claiming Our 
Own Voices: Echoes of Africa, Discu ssions By and About African -Ame rican Writers, " is 
a collaboration between the Richmond Chapter of the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women and the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. Look for details this summer. 

Made possible by the Lila Wallace -Reader 's Digest Fund Museum Collections Accessibility Initiative. 
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